Jazz Prospecting (CG #15, Part 13)

Chris Barber: Can't Stop Now (European Tour 2007) (1986-2007 [2007], MVD Audio): The
cover is misleading in several respects: only one cut was recorded in 2007 (although it's given
two dates and locations); all but two of the rest were recorded in the UK in February and
November 2006, which isn't exactly what you'd expect from a European Tour; the two loose ends
date from 1988 or 1986 (one is listed both ways); Andy Fairweather Low is pictured as "special
guest," but he's only appears on three songs (more/less those named on the cover, with "Worried
Man Blues" advertised as "It Takes a Worried Man," and a medley with "Will the Circle Be
Unbroken" reduced to "Lay My Burden Down." Barber sings two others, including "Can't Stop
Now," which | originally took as Low making a joke of his foundered rock and roll career. Still, this
confusion has remarkably little effect on the music. Low's "Worried Man Blues" triangulates
perfectly with Barber's skiffle sideline, picking up where Lonnie Donegan left off. And Barber's
trad jazz is timeless: he's done it for 53 years, so slipping a couple decades is hardly noticeable.
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- Tom Hull



