Avsky ay be black metal fon have dismissed
Malianant vksy os derivative, unimaginative, diché
and completely unnecessary. As true os all

Moribund

1 those statements may be, Malignant i o
thoroughly enjoyable outing. It's frue thot
Avsky pretty much cop an oldschool black
metal feel in the vein of Hellhammer,
Burzum and Darkthrone with mid-paced
raw grooves and screeching hellish vocals
but they do it well ond make for o
rewmdmg listen. Indeed, the album’s fitle trock boasts Celfic Frost-like
riffs with o Scandinavion BM bent ond screams a lo Burzum's Yarg
Vikernes or Shining’s Niklas Kvarforth. Perhaps a less obvious com-
parison is Khold and their Masterpiss Of Pain album.

Malignant offers nothing new fo an alrendy soturafed scene and
will almost undoubtedly be completely forgotten before 2009, but it
is on enjoyable album for now, ond sometimes that is good enough.
[avsky.tk] —

.......

rom the coundry that

brought us Sigh comes
another rabid slice of
profean experimental
4 hlmk metal weirdness. Screams from deep
1 inside madhouse walls meet beehive gui-

4 tars and monotonous keyboards. The
T B ‘fi resulting mongoloid-like musicol aberro-
M .1 fion will have you reaching for the
Thorazine to purge the primal din.
Remember the rundown madhouse in the movie 12 Monkeys where
the patients walk around in o sedofive fugue? 1t's like they've com-
mandeered instruments and decided to cut an olbum. The songs all
blend together in one cotharfic belch. Choos9 doesn't seem to be
recording music os much os coping with o grave existential plight in
the studio. The cover art of o locked door i truly appropriate for this
album: The harrowing screams ond cocophonous lunacy should be

Endless Dismal Moan
Ruin
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 foctor in many

!ﬁ:ﬂﬁm questing ond thoughtful Maynard Jomes Keenan-style

 delivary bourcing off each other on top of the kind of heavy ombi

. nte that serves a5 a reminder of why post-metal blew up in the firs
g phnkﬂiﬁ variety in insirumentofion and samples keeps things mov-

" ing, and ofthough there’s just s much quiet contemplation on

Tout Dates

Zodiak
Sermons == |
Translatmn "!.aas

th members ufﬁm{mmhifmh{ﬂﬂthnmﬂ Sludts

(vocolist/guitarist/Tronslafion Less co-owner Christion McKenno
and acoustic guitrist/ pionist/producer Mick W Javeling [bassist
Herb Jowett), Balboo and Elder (drummer/akso o coownerof
Translation Loss, Drew Juergens), Zodiak s high in the mnmgfﬂ

Most Incestuous Scene Band this side of HaillHormet. hviously, ﬂlﬁi :

quys all being from the Philodelphia area, in bands on the same.

lobel, have all known each other for years, and while that shows on .: :
Sermons, it's the identity of this band as o whole that shines through

gven mare than the evidence of its component parts, That i fo say,
Todiok is more than just the people who comprise it.

The vocol interplay between Armine and McKenna is central
of the songs, with Armine’s throoty rasp ond

Sermans os there is dictorted metalguze bludgeoning, the album is

never fully of rest or complucent in itself. The bond seems to be set

an explaration, feeling their wuy through thes eight tracks with o

qripping infensity that's s effective o5 anything you're likely fo her
these days come out of o band with o -sis on the end of their name.

A welcome debut. [mmml—um

kept inside. Here's the sound of the abyss from perhaps the best-
nomed band in recent memory. If you are looking for the soundtrack
to o complete mental breakdown here it 1; Confact o therapist before
pressing play. [Fd's note — On June 25™ Chaos? fook his own ife.
MM wishes fo extend ifs deepest condolences to his fomily, friends and
fans. Rest in peace.] [myspoce.com/endlessdismalmoanedm] —
Justin M. Norton

Malevolent A‘s] the liner notes so
Creation ptly explain, Live At
Live At The Wf]jﬁkey The Whiskey A Go Go was

A A Go Go originally intended o be o
l".(:.iﬁ-l.l: DVD release. In keeping

e | with Malevolent Creation’s legendary runs
iy P | of bod luck, only one VHS 1ape of poor

: 1 quality wos found and ended up being

“destroyed during the digitizing process.”

Instead, you get anather Malevolent

(reation five album thot, in ol likelihood,

only the diehard fans will want.

From the standpoints of pure energy and performance quality,
Live At The Whiskey A Go Go is an ace release. Recorded during
the Los Angeles stop of a tour supporting The Fine Art Of Murder,
the set unsurprisingly includes several tunes from said olbum,
induding “To Die Is At Hond,” “Manic Demise,” “Muss Graves,”
“Scorn,” ond the fitle frock, olongside dassics like “Muliple Stab
Wounds” and “Eve Of The Apocalypse.” Brett Hoffman has a par-
ticulorly good night, sounding like o rabid dog and inciting crowd
violence at every turn. Drummer Dave Culross is o beast os well.
Mow if you rould actually hear guitarists Phil Fasciona ond Rob
Barredt, and bassist Gordy Simms, Live At The Whiskey A Go Go
would be a damn fine five disc. Though you'll get used 1o the high
vocals-to-low-guitor mix, primarily becouse Hoffman makes you,
it's still o bummer that some of the best riffs and solos are buried.
Speaking as a fan, I'd probably still purchase Live At The Whiskey
A Go Go, as the sound quality is not that bad. Everyone else
should grab o copy of 2004's (onquering South America for o
good, coreer-spanning Malevolent Creation live album, provided
you're cool with Kyle Symons singing the Hoffman staples.
[muolevolent-creation.com] — Scott Alisogly
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