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Imagine for a moment that there is
no such thing as evolution. There is
no progress; no teleological
purpose in the universe. Instead,
man's existence is marked by the
inexorable downward spiral of de-
volution. Now put a flower pot on
your head.

That's essentially what two Kent
State art students, Mark
Mothersbaugh and Jerry Casale, did
after they developed this bleak and
sardonic theory way back in 1972—
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a theory that was quickly bolstered
when the National Guard murdered
four students at their university
during an anti-Vietnam rally. They
put flower pots on their heads and
formed a band.

DEVO (short for de-volution, natch)
officially formed in Akron, Ohio, in
1972, but they didn't make their
first full-length recording until years
later. Mothersbaugh and Casale,
joined by their brothers (both
named Bob) and drummer Alan
Myers, honed their skills and
dabbled in film soundtracks before
releasing their seminal debut
album, Q: Are We Not Men? A: We
Are Devol, in 1978.

DEVO was ostensibly a new-wave
band in the vein of the Talking
Heads but they had something in
common with experimental noise
freaks and fellow Ohioans Pere Ubu
as well. DEVO was also hugely (and
admittedly) influenced by German
techno-electronic pioneers
Kraftwerk, and they were
consequently one of the first new
wave bands to fully incorporate
keyboards into their sound.
Perfectly melding theme to music,
Mothersbaugh sang about
conformity, alienation,
consumerism and, of course,
whipping things, with a clipped and
frenetic voice against a backdrop of
mechanized and disjointed (but
damned catchy) music.

Perhaps the song that best
represents what DEVO was all
about would be their brilliant cover
version of "(I Can't Get No)
Satisfaction"” by the Rolling Stones,
which appears on the debut album.
It's actually less of a cover version
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than it is a total deconstruction.
The DEVO version is all circular
drum patterns and staccato guitar
parts, with the signature guitar riff
reduced to an eerie synthesizer
line. The overall effect is to neuter
one of the most sexually suggestive
songs of the rock era, and without
the sex, "Satisfaction” is really just
about consumer culture. It's
certainly one of the most creative
cover versions of a rock and roll
standard out there, but not
everyone liked it. It was just this
kind of quirkiness and irreverence
that prompted Rolling Stone to
label the band "fascists" (which only
goes to show that the granddaddy
of all rock music magazines has
been consistently missing the point
for at least 25 years now).

DEVO Live 1980 is a phenomenal
live document that captures the
band at their artistic and
commercial peak. The show was
filmed in Petaluma, Calif., on the
tour for their third album, Freedom
of Choice, and the band is riding
high on the success of the album'’s
single, "Whip It." This single was a
double-edged sword of sorts for
DEVO because it made them an
(almost) household name (the track
made it to #14 on the Billboard
charts in 1980), but its popularity
also reinforced the image of DEVO
as a one-hit novelty act. DEVO Live
1980 is here to convince you
otherwise.

The band takes the stage in
trademark matching white
"corporate uniforms" and red flower-
pot hats. They open with "Whip It"
and work their way through some

of the more keyboard-oriented
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songs from Freedom of Choice,
doing their best automaton
imitations. As the show progresses,
the band loosens up a bit, moving
into a set of more guitar-oriented
material from the first album,
including "Satisfaction" and the
irresistible, driving "Mongoloid." The
set finishes up with the strange and
disturbing "Tunnel of Life" (replete
with faux-Fifties video footage) and
the "DEVO Corporate Anthem."

The DVD features the entire
Petaluma show, complete with 21
songs. Most of the hits from the
first three records are here along
with a few obscurities like the
bizarre "Pink Pussycat." The sound
and video quality are quite good
considering they were recorded 25
years ago, but the primary pleasure
of DEVO Live 1980 is in getting a
chance to see the band's
captivating and creative live show
when they were in their prime.
(Sadly, DEVO continued to record
into the 1990s, but nothing they did
after Freedom of Choice lived up to
what they had achieved with the
first three albums.)

The video portion of the disc tacks
on exceptionally weird versions of
"Praying Hands" and "Shrivel Up"
that the band performed as "Dove-
The Band of Love," which is DEVO
dressed up in plaid sports-jackets
and pretending to be a Christian
band (I think). There's also a
depressing promo for an upcoming
video release of DEVO performing
live in Japan recently. They look
much, much older, but they appear
to be doing the exact same stage
show. If there's any question in
your mind, definitely go for the
vintage DEVO over the new stuff.
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Since DEVO Live 1980 is on Dual
Disc, the flipside of the DVD is
about an hour's-worth of CD audio
culled from the same show as the
video.

[parenthetical remarks]

& FOWERED EY FEEDEURHMER

More fine reading at
Blogcritics.orqg. Scroll
down to read
comments on this
story and/or add one
of your own. Support
Blogcritics.org by
shopping at Amazon.
com from this page.

{5 TARGELVIDED PRESINTS

http://blogcritics.org/archives/2005/09/07/231847.php (5 of 10)9/8/2005 5:32:57 AM

Robert Duffy

TV and Film:
So You Think You Can

Dance by Regina Avalos
Trailer Park by Chris

Beaumont
Box Office Update by Chris

Beaumont

TV Viewer's Diary by Chris
Beaumont

Movie Recap by Chris

Beaumont
Cathode Ray Fray by Eric

Berlin
Sci-Fi TV Films by Matt

Paprocki
Hollywood Bad News by

Film Cynic

Internet:
Weekly Blogscan by DrPat

Computer Bug and
Security News by Bruce

Kratofil
Friday Femme Fatales by

Natalie Bennett

Sports:
NFL Picks by RJ

NFL Elimination by Matthew

T. Sussman
Drop Shot Tennis Report

by Sam Jack
Futon Report by Matthew T.

Sussman
Checkraise: Poker by

Justene Adamec

Various:

Day By Day by Chris Muir
Love Advice by Love Biatch

Notable Quotables by

Patfish
Puddle of Suss by Matthew

T. Sussman
Really, Really Good by

Laron Cue
Not-Quite-Sunday Funnies
by Annie

Space Program News by

Bennett Dawson
Creative Psychosis by Mark

Sahm



http://parentheticalremarks.blogspot.com/
http://blogcritics.org/
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/redirect-home/pageturners0c
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/redirect-home/pageturners0c
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/redirect?tag=pageturners0c&creative=9325&camp=1789&link_code=as2&path=ASIN/B0009CTUYG
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/redirect?tag=pageturners0c&creative=9325&camp=1789&link_code=as2&path=ASIN/B000002KJ1
http://blogcritics.org/archives/2005/09/08/062818.php
http://blogcritics.org/archives/2005/09/08/062818.php
http://blogcritics.org/archives/2005/09/07/210635.php
http://blogcritics.org/archives/2005/09/06/204028.php
http://blogcritics.org/archives/2005/09/04/232600.php
http://blogcritics.org/archives/2005/09/01/073757.php
http://blogcritics.org/archives/2005/08/30/181438.php
http://blogcritics.org/archives/2005/08/27/235335.php
http://blogcritics.org/archives/2005/08/27/191918.php
http://blogcritics.org/archives/2005/09/03/154830.php
http://blogcritics.org/archives/2005/09/03/093725.php
http://blogcritics.org/archives/2005/09/03/093725.php
http://blogcritics.org/archives/2005/09/02/100223.php
http://blogcritics.org/archives/2005/09/05/212526.php
http://blogcritics.org/archives/2005/09/05/202041.php
http://blogcritics.org/archives/2005/09/03/163800.php
http://blogcritics.org/archives/2005/09/02/113422.php
http://blogcritics.org/archives/2005/08/26/085305.php
http://blogcritics.org/archives/2005/09/08/063002.php
http://blogcritics.org/archives/2005/09/08/031216.php
http://blogcritics.org/archives/2005/09/06/044245.php
http://blogcritics.org/archives/2005/09/06/002716.php
http://blogcritics.org/archives/2005/09/03/195811.php
http://blogcritics.org/archives/2005/09/03/154621.php
http://blogcritics.org/archives/2005/09/01/092609.php
http://blogcritics.org/archives/2005/08/30/115445.php

Blogcritics.org: DVD Review: DEVO Live 1980

DEVO e
- i s

Posted by Pete Blackwell on September 07,
2005 11:18 PM (See all posts by Pete
Blackwell)

Filed under: Music, Music: Alternative
Rock, Music: Live Concerts, Music: Punk
Rock, Music: Rock, Music: Video, Review,
Video: Music

B My Y.'_l Pete Blackwell's personal blog

Comment on this post and/or leave a
message for the author here.

Science Roundup by Jake

Young
Top 5 by Tan The Man

SEND PRESS RELEASES,
REVIEW MATERIAL,
ADVERTISE ON BLOGCRITICS

MusicStacls
12 million CDs & LPs

(%> gtaprolish)

BLOGCRITICS
INTERVIEWS:
NEW: Charlie Reid

Hanson

Mark Curtis

Kate Mulgrew

Justin Murphy

Mark Treitel

Moe Berg

Kathryn Lively

lan "Knox" Carnochan
B.J. Bourg

Ashok Banker, part 2
Brendon Lindsey
Seun Kuti

Jeffrey Keenan
Marshall Blonstein
Tom Kratman

Eric Olsen with Eric Berlin

part 2

Mark Bryan
Kiersten Grey

Post a comment

(Or ping: http://blogcritics.org/mt/
thb/35697)

[ Please read the Official Comment
Policy.]

Name:

Email Address:

http://blogcritics.org/archives/2005/09/07/231847.php (6 of 10)9/8/2005 5:32:57 AM

Eric Berlin and Duke de
Mondo

Rob Aston

Danielle Ackley McPhail
Perry Serpa

Sue Ziehler

P. June Diehl

Reese Lloyd
Michael Timmins

Ruby Dee

Brian Wenger - Scientologist
Jonathan Moeller

Dave Freer

Jim McGuinn

Max Overton



http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/redirect?tag=pageturners0c&creative=9325&camp=1789&link_code=as2&path=ASIN/B000006Y6P
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/redirect?tag=pageturners0c&creative=9325&camp=1789&link_code=as2&path=ASIN/B000002KLC
http://parentheticalremarks.blogspot.com/
http://blogcritics.org/author.php?author=Pete Blackwell
http://blogcritics.org/author.php?author=Pete Blackwell
http://blogcritics.org/category.php?category=34
http://blogcritics.org/category.php?category=35
http://blogcritics.org/category.php?category=35
http://blogcritics.org/category.php?category=170
http://blogcritics.org/category.php?category=136
http://blogcritics.org/category.php?category=136
http://blogcritics.org/category.php?category=55
http://blogcritics.org/category.php?category=171
http://blogcritics.org/category.php?category=162
http://blogcritics.org/category.php?category=74
http://add.my.yahoo.com/content?url=http://feeds.feedburner.com/parentheticalremarks
http://blogcritics.org/archives/2003/11/07/153055.php
http://blogcritics.org/archives/2003/11/07/153055.php
http://blogcritics.org/archives/2005/08/26/161639.php
http://blogcritics.org/archives/2005/08/25/040716.php
http://blogcritics.org/archives/2004/09/01/095735.php
http://blogcritics.org/archives/2004/09/01/095735.php
http://blogcritics.org/archives/2004/09/01/095735.php
http://blogcritics.musicstack.com/
http://starpolish.com/
http://blogcritics.org/archives/2005/09/07/085100.php
http://blogcritics.org/archives/2005/09/06/210800.php
http://blogcritics.org/archives/2005/09/06/130507.php
http://blogcritics.org/archives/2005/09/04/125323.php
http://blogcritics.org/archives/2005/09/02/075435.php
http://blogcritics.org/archives/2005/08/30/181438.php
http://blogcritics.org/archives/2005/08/30/025621.php
http://blogcritics.org/archives/2005/08/29/131934.php
http://blogcritics.org/archives/2005/08/26/043758.php
http://blogcritics.org/archives/2005/08/22/081036.php
http://blogcritics.org/archives/2005/08/18/191718.php
http://blogcritics.org/archives/2005/08/19/153537.php
http://blogcritics.org/archives/2005/08/17/235733.php
http://blogcritics.org/archives/2005/08/16/190222.php
http://blogcritics.org/archives/2005/08/15/075823.php
http://blogcritics.org/archives/2005/08/11/071649.php
http://blogcritics.org/archives/2005/08/09/224928.php
http://blogcritics.org/archives/2005/08/08/140146.php
http://blogcritics.org/archives/2005/08/08/140146.php
http://blogcritics.org/archives/2005/08/04/205059.php
http://blogcritics.org/archives/2005/08/01/110816.php
http://blogcritics.org/archives/2005/07/27/192524.php
http://blogcritics.org/archives/2005/07/27/192524.php
http://blogcritics.org/archives/2005/07/25/105341.php
http://blogcritics.org/archives/2005/07/25/080722.php
http://blogcritics.org/archives/2005/07/20/130530.php
http://blogcritics.org/archives/2005/07/19/202705.php
http://blogcritics.org/archives/2005/07/18/093112.php
http://blogcritics.org/archives/2005/07/15/103537.php
http://blogcritics.org/archives/2005/07/12/124143.php
http://blogcritics.org/archives/2005/07/11/142534.php
http://blogcritics.org/archives/2005/07/06/103334.php
http://blogcritics.org/archives/2005/07/05/091030.php
http://blogcritics.org/archives/2005/06/29/122104.php
http://blogcritics.org/archives/2005/06/27/230921.php
http://blogcritics.org/archives/2005/06/27/212505.php

Blogcritics.org: DVD Review: DEVO Live 1980

[ ]

(The email address will be displayed
using special encoding for spam-
protection, and is not displayed at all
if an URL is supplied.)

URL:

I

Comments:

[1Remember info?

http://blogcritics.org/archives/2005/09/07/231847.php (7 of 10)9/8/2005 5:32:57 AM


http://blogcritics.org/archives/2005/06/24/223226.php
http://blogcritics.org/archives/2005/06/20/153149.php
http://blogcritics.org/archives/2005/06/20/092111.php
http://blogcritics.org/archives/2005/06/18/220835.php
http://blogcritics.org/archives/2005/06/16/202534.php
http://blogcritics.org/archives/2005/06/13/114844.php
http://blogcritics.org/archives/2005/06/06/153541.php
http://blogcritics.org/archives/2005/06/07/020914.php
http://blogcritics.org/archives/2005/06/07/020914.php
http://blogcritics.org/archives/2005/06/08/015225.php
http://blogcritics.org/archives/2005/06/09/041554.php
http://blogcritics.org/archives/2005/06/05/223120.php
http://blogcritics.org/archives/2005/06/01/074952.php
http://blogcritics.org/archives/2005/05/24/181219.php
http://blogcritics.org/archives/2005/05/23/113045.php
http://blogcritics.org/archives/2005/05/23/092458.php
http://blogcritics.org/archives/2005/05/23/085221.php
http://blogcritics.org/archives/2005/05/22/205404.php
http://blogcritics.org/archives/2005/05/21/144510.php
http://blogcritics.org/archives/2005/05/18/125753.php
http://blogcritics.org/archives/2005/05/17/134848.php
http://blogcritics.org/archives/2005/05/17/133316.php
http://blogcritics.org/archives/2005/05/13/151500.php
http://blogcritics.org/archives/2005/05/13/130039.php
http://blogcritics.org/archives/2005/05/11/095231.php
http://blogcritics.org/archives/2005/05/10/155438.php
http://blogcritics.org/archives/2005/05/04/094836.php
http://blogcritics.org/archives/2005/05/04/020414.php
http://blogcritics.org/archives/2005/04/29/113541.php
http://blogcritics.org/archives/2005/04/14/202213.php
http://blogcritics.org/archives/2005/04/01/165808.php
http://blogcritics.org/archives/2005/04/08/203604.php
http://blogcritics.org/archives/2005/04/05/162330.php
http://blogcritics.org/archives/2005/03/29/174231.php
http://blogcritics.org/archives/2005/03/25/112153.php
http://blogcritics.org/archives/2005/03/25/141747.php
http://blogcritics.org/archives/2005/03/21/094717.php
http://blogcritics.org/archives/2005/03/23/111241.php
http://blogcritics.org/archives/2005/03/14/101944.php
http://blogcritics.org/archives/2005/03/15/224044.php
http://blogcritics.org/archives/2005/03/18/035136.php
http://blogcritics.org/archives/2005/03/10/235216.php
http://blogcritics.org/archives/2005/03/06/174823.php
http://blogcritics.org/archives/2005/02/18/115456.php
http://blogcritics.org/archives/2005/02/14/115250.php
http://blogcritics.org/archives/2005/02/14/115250.php
http://blogcritics.org/archives/2005/02/10/124829.php
http://blogcritics.org/archives/2005/01/15/201546.php
http://blogcritics.org/archives/2005/01/15/201546.php
http://blogcritics.org/archives/2005/01/12/163323.php
http://blogcritics.org/archives/2004/12/31/140846.php
http://blogcritics.org/archives/2004/12/30/173446.php
http://blogcritics.org/archives/2004/12/20/090630.php
http://easylink.playstream.com/smbtrendwire/smbtrend_12_16_2004.wax
http://blogcritics.org/archives/2004/12/13/211721.php
http://blogcritics.org/archives/2004/12/10/140745.php
http://blogcritics.org/archives/2004/12/09/180438.php

Blogcritics.org: DVD Review: DEVO Live 1980

http://blogcritics.org/archives/2005/09/07/231847.php (8 of 10)9/8/2005 5:32:57 AM


http://blogcritics.org/archives/2004/11/18/202655.php
http://blogcritics.org/archives/2004/11/17/134236.php
http://blogcritics.org/archives/2004/11/17/110913.php
http://blogcritics.org/archives/2004/11/11/144327.php
http://blogcritics.org/archives/2004/11/09/162106.php
http://blogcritics.org/archives/2004/11/07/193911.php
http://blogcritics.org/archives/2004/10/29/155140.php
http://blogcritics.org/archives/2004/10/29/155140.php
http://blogcritics.org/archives/2004/10/09/132434.php
http://blogcritics.org/archives/2004/10/01/164510.php
http://blogcritics.org/archives/2004/10/01/125602.php
http://blogcritics.org/archives/2004/10/01/125602.php
http://blogcritics.org/archives/2004/09/24/174605.php
http://blogcritics.org/archives/2004/09/24/153624.php
http://blogcritics.org/archives/2004/09/09/031933.php
http://blogcritics.org/archives/2004/08/30/150007.php
http://blogcritics.org/archives/2004/08/29/125736.php
http://blogcritics.org/archives/2004/08/12/112722.php
http://blogcritics.org/archives/2004/06/20/164221.php
http://blogcritics.org/archives/2004/06/20/045219.php
http://blogcritics.org/archives/2004/06/03/120834.php
http://blogcritics.org/archives/2004/06/03/120834.php
http://blogcritics.org/archives/2004/05/26/085824.php
http://blogcritics.org/archives/2004/05/24/084346.php
http://blogcritics.org/archives/2004/05/16/084958.php
http://blogcritics.org/archives/2004/05/13/090614.php
http://blogcritics.org/archives/2004/04/13/073913.php
http://blogcritics.org/archives/2004/04/10/084049.php
http://blogcritics.org/archives/2004/03/12/125623.php
http://blogcritics.org/archives/2004/02/11/083156.php
http://blogcritics.org/archives/2004/02/04/084335.php
http://blogcritics.org/archives/2004/01/24/150303.php
http://blogcritics.org/archives/2004/01/09/143731.php
http://blogcritics.org/archives/2003/12/22/085119.php
http://blogcritics.org/archives/2003/12/07/132547.php
http://blogcritics.org/archives/2003/11/21/183736.php
http://blogcritics.org/archives/2003/11/20/162611.php
http://blogcritics.org/archives/2003/11/20/144233.php
http://blogcritics.org/archives/2003/10/30/124135.php
http://blogcritics.org/archives/2003/10/29/102940.php
http://blogcritics.org/archives/2003/10/11/135011.php
http://blogcritics.org/archives/2003/10/05/190907.php
http://blogcritics.org/archives/2003/09/29/151949.php
http://blogcritics.org/archives/2003/09/24/165735.php
http://blogcritics.org/archives/2003/09/16/125951.php
http://blogcritics.org/archives/2003/09/12/122549.php
http://blogcritics.org/archives/2003/08/31/135907.php
http://blogcritics.org/archives/2003/08/19/200304.php
http://blogcritics.org/archives/2003/08/17/200000.php
http://blogcritics.org/archives/2003/08/15/131812.php

Blogcritics.org: DVD Review: DEVO Live 1980

_}; A YaHoO!
i~ I

Mok of the Weelk

http://blogcritics.org/archives/2005/09/07/231847.php (9 of 10)9/8/2005 5:32:57 AM


http://blogcritics.org/archives/2003/08/12/214057.php
http://www.blogcritics.org/archives/2003/07/08/172531.php
http://www.blogcritics.org/archives/2003/06/17/002502.php
http://blogcritics.org/archives/2003/05/21/133806.php
http://www.blogcritics.org/archives/2003/04/23/142026.php
http://www.blogcritics.org/archives/2003/03/26/013728.php
http://blogcritics.org/archives/2003/02/05/090821.php
http://blogcritics.org/archives/2003/03/06/173225.php
http://blogcritics.org/archives/2002/12/13/165211.php
http://blogcritics.org/archives/2002/12/07/151741.php
http://blogcritics.org/archives/2002/11/04/211420.php
http://blogcritics.org/archives/2002/09/20/130107.php
http://blogcritics.org/archives/2002/09/13/224141.php
http://blogcritics.org/archives/2002/09/09/202154.php
http://blogcritics.org/archives/2002/09/04/185024.php
http://blogcritics.org/archives/2002/08/22/194907.php
http://blogcritics.org/archives/2002/08/13/082132.php
http://www.alwayson-network.com/comments.php?id=10852_0_5_0_C
http://www.alwayson-network.com/comments.php?id=10852_0_5_0_C
http://www.alwayson-network.com/comments.php?id=10852_0_5_0_C
http://weblogs.about.com/od/generalinterestblogs/p/blogcritic.htm
http://www.fairvue.com/?feature=awards2003
http://picks.yahoo.com/picks/i/20020907.html
http://www.forbes.com/2003/03/17/cx_ah_0317mediablogs.html
http://www.techtv.com/screensavers/opinion/story/0,24330,3426112,00.html
http://www.blogcritics.org/archives/2003/05/19/220833.php
http://www.blogcritics.org/archives/2003/05/19/220833.php
http://www.fairvue.com/?feature=awards2004
http://www.masternewmedia.org/2004/02/05/rsstop55_best_blog_directory.htm
http://www.masternewmedia.org/2004/02/05/rsstop55_best_blog_directory.htm

Blogcritics.org: DVD Review: DEVO Live 1980

+ Critics: those who discuss
and evaluate cultural artifacts.
= Blogcritics.org: News and
reviews of popular culture by
multitude of superior
bloggers.

IN ASSOCIATION WITH

amazon.com.

Latest posts
All posts

This site and its contents are copyright © Blogcritics.org and the respective authors. All Rights Reserved.

=] [ee [l gy i[SMIE-ERCYberwurx Hosting

http://blogcritics.org/archives/2005/09/07/231847.php (10 of 10)9/8/2005 5:32:57 AM


http://blogcritics.org/archives/2004/09/01/132317.php
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/redirect-home/pageturners0c
http://blogcritics.org/latestposts.php
http://blogcritics.org/archives/
http://www.cyberwurx.com/

	blogcritics.org
	Blogcritics.org: DVD Review: DEVO Live 1980


	MPALBHCFKCGKMKPPLGGHPDBCCBHFHMKP: 
	form1: 
	x: 
	f1: 

	f2: 

	form2: 
	x: 
	f1: 1
	f2: 35697
	f3: 
	f4: 
	f5: 
	f6: 
	f7: Off

	f8: preview
	f9: 
	f10: post
	f11: 
	f12: 




