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There are DVD sets, and then there are 
DVD sets.  Unfortunately, Bob Dylan: The 
Golden Years 1962-1978 falls into the 
former category. 

Split into two discs (both previously 
available), the first entitled Tales From a 
Golden Age, 1941-1966 and the second, 
1966-1978: After the Crash, the 
documentaries cover Dylan from childhood 
to the Greenwich Village folk scene to 
Newport, from the Basement Tapes to the 
Rolling Thunder Revue tour to his 
conversion to Christianity. But with no 
shortage of Dylan documentaries available 
(even Don’t Look Back was re-released 
earlier this year), insightful footage, 
interviews, commentaries, and musical 
performances are very tough to come by in 
the 21st century.

The key word here is “insightful” and not,
most emphatically, “novel”. There are a
host of novel interviews in this two disc-set
produced in conjunction with reputable
Dylan fanzine Isis, ranging from Larry
Fabbro (a school friend who played in
Dylan’s first high school rock ‘n roll band)
and BJ Rolfzen (Dylan’s high school English
teacher) to the infamous AJ Weberman (the
man who used to go through Dylan’s
garbage in search of “clues”).  The measure
of how insightful these interviews are into
the man or his music is in direct correlation
to one’s Dylan fanaticism. However, the
second disc does strike a better set of interviews, featuring segments with
Jacques Levy, Scarlet Rivera, and Rolling Thunder Revue bandleader Rob
Stoner, who provides the most interesting personal account and
commentary in the entire package. 

Another troubling facet of this set is the lack of Dylan source material.  The
first disc features no original Dylan musical performances (instead, 
sound-alike soundtrack music is employed) and, save for album artwork, 
precious few images, either.  The second disc does slightly better, with a
few clips from Dylan TV interviews and actual live footage, but all are 
previously released segments and performances (for example, clips from 
Concert for Bangladesh are used) and are never shown for longer than 30
seconds. 

While it is perhaps unfair to compare an unauthorized documentary with
authorized ones, the fact that this production failed to gain Dylan’s blessing
causes it to suffer. To listen to Martin Carthy talk about how “Girl From
North Country” is a reworking of the British standard “Scarborough Fair” or
to hear commentators wax poetic on masterpieces like Highway 61 
Revisited but to then be left without the audio punch of the songs
themselves rings shallow. This is, after all, an audio / visual presentation
and not a book. Martin Scorsese’s No Direction Home , while flawed in 
many ways, still had the enormous benefit of scores of rare Dylan images 
and lengthy performances, as well as the necessary staple classics, not to 
mention more, shall we say, famous, interview subjects (Joan Baez, Pete 
Seeger).
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Part 1: Beethoven to 
Phil Ochs (1824-1965)

PopMatters Staff
16.Jul.07
Psalm 100 instructs, 
"Make a joyful noise 
unto the Lord!". What
more joyful sound than 
the life-affirming song 
of protest, for that is 
the sound wrenched 
from the deepest grief 
and suffering, from 
exhausted and diseased 
lungs, and the voice 
raised in tuneful protest 
is among the most 
beautiful of human 
sounds. Sing out,
indeed!
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Dont Look Back (1965 
Tour Deluxe Edition) 
[DVD]

Ryan Gillespie
21.Mar.07
The digital remastering
is noteworthy, but it’s
the “65 Revisited”
bonus disc that makes
this an entirely
necessary upgrade for
Dylan fans and essential
viewing for film and
music aficionados alike.

Review: Bob Dylan: 
World Tour 1966: The 
Home Movies [DVD]

Leigh H. Edwards
15.Mar.07
We learn perhaps too 
much about Jones's 
background, musical 
influences, and career. 
Obviously, we want 
more Dylan.

CD REVIEWS
:. 1990s
:. Acoustic Alchemy
:. Against Me!
:. Apparat
:. The Beau Brummels
:. Bishop Allen
:. Block
:. Buffalo Tom
:. Caïna
:. Bill Callahan
:. Los Campesinos!
:. James Chance & the 
Contortions
:. The Chariot
:. Chasing the Sun: The 
Greatest Songs of 
Summer
:. Chromeo
:. Common
:. Dark Tranquility
:. Dimitri From Paris
:. Dog Day
:. Donnie
:. Mark Farina
:. Ella Fitzgerald
:. Mr. Geoffrey and JD 
Franzke
:. Lafayette Gilchrist
:. Robert Gordon and 
Chris Spedding
:. Harumi
:. Kenge Kenge
:. Korn
:. Chantal Kreviazuk
:. Last Train Home
:. Lindstrom & Prins 
Thomas
:. Mad Caddies
:. Maps
:. Linda McRae
:. Scott Miller and the 
Commonwealth
:. Montag
:. Nico Muhly
:. Paradise Lost

:. William Parker & 
Hamid Drake
:. The Pierces
:. Prince
:. Josh Rouse
:. Socalled
:. Stephen Stills
:. Will Stratton
:. Straylight Run
:. Tayo
:. The Rough Guide To 
Bellydance Cafe
:. Turisas
:. UNKLE
:. John Vanderslice
:. Suzanne Vega
:. Rocky Votolato
:. White Lace & Strange
:. Within Temptation
:. The Young Gods
:. Sarolta Zalatnay

EVENT REVIEWS
:. Battles
:. Derek Trucks and Susan
Tedeschi’s Soul Stew
Revival
:. Guns N’ Roses
:. Man Man + Deerhunter
:. Muzique Moderne feat. 
Moby, King Britt, Kudu, 
Sunshine Jones, and ThE 
BeATaRdS
:. Ottawa Bluesfest Days 1 
and 2 feat. Van Morrison 
and Bob Dylan
:. Ottawa Bluesfest Days 
3-5 feat. Femi Kuti, 
Michael Franti, Manu 
Chao, Leo Kottke, and 
White Stripes
:. Ottawa Bluesfest Days 
6-7 feat. Feat. Final 
Fantasy, Randy Newman, 
and George Clinton
:. Ottawa Bluesfest Days 
8-9 feat. Feat. Cat Power, 
Tagaq, The Steve Miller 
Band, and Xavier Rudd
:. Panda Bear
:. Pharoahe Monch + Black 
Milk
:. Rude Mechanical 
Orchestra
:. Rush
:. The Evens
:. The Polyphonic Spree

There are indeed some positive aspects of Bob Dylan: The Golden Years 
1962-1978 beyond just trivial but fun details (e.g., the two songs Dylan
played with his band in the high school talent show were “Jenny, Jenny”
and “True Fine Mama”, no doubt copped from Little Richard), but overall,
more detailed information and better insights are found in the Dylan print
library and more striking and unique audio and visual performances are
found on other Dylan documentaries.
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