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The Pink Floyd and Syd Barrett Story
United American // Unrated // $16.98 // January 4, 2005
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The story of Pink Floyd and Syd Barrett is one of
rock legend, but also a profoundly sad and human
one. In the John Edginton-directed BBC

documentary, The Pink Floyd and Syd Barrett i' mion
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psychedelic art rock that was actually recorded Printer Friendly
just down the hall from The Beatles' "Sgt.

Pepper's Lonely Hearts Club Band." Tragically, it was soon after
the release of "Dawn" that Barrett, burned out from too much
LSD and increasingly unreliable, was semi-replaced by eventual

member David Gilmour.
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Pink Floyd had to deal with their unpleasant situation before it
consumed the band and ended any hope of a career; in firing
Barrett, nearly all of the members were emotionally affected, to
the point that it showed up in future works (most notably "Shine
On You Crazy Diamond," "Wish You Were Here" and Waters
alludes to parts of "The Wall" in this doc). Edginton also traces
Barrett's life post-Floyd, speaking with friends, associates and the
members of the post-Barrett Floyd; Barrett put out a couple of
albums that went on to achieve cult status, retreating to a life of
seclusion in his childhood home.
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There's no clean way to easily sum up the conflicting feelings and
simmering ugliness that Barrett's descent into acid-fueled
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madness stirred up within Pink Floyd; however, one anecdote
about this chapter in the band's existence never fails to put all of
the group's unease into perspective: the chilling, nearly
overwhelming story that has almost passed into myth about the
Floyd recording "Shine On." One by one, Waters, Mason, Gilmour
and Wright arrived at Abbey Road only to discover an entirely
shaved, overweight and mute Barrett hiding out at the back of the
studio during the "Shine On" session — no one had invited him
and no one, to this day, knows how he got there or how he came
to be there during the recording of that particular song. It's a tale
that never fails to induce goose bumps and although Edginton
tends to lean a little heavily on the wistfulness of it all, The Pink
Floyd and Syd Barrett Story nevertheless remains a potent and
quick (clocking in at 50 minutes) look at one of rock's unsung
heroes who flew far too close to the sun.

The DVD
The Video:

Offered in a 1.78.1 non-anamorphic widescreen transfer, The
Pink Floyd and Syd Barrett Story is pretty soft throughout and
the interviews, apparently shot on digital video, look stable but
often lack the snap of film. The archival footage looks decent
enough and blends in with recently shot video well. Nothing
reference quality here, but tolerable for the duration of the
feature.

The Audio:

DTS 5.1, Dolby Digital 5.1 and Dolby 2.0 stereo are available on
the disc; while most of the music showcased in the documentary
was recorded in mono, some of the later Floyd tracks ("Shine On
You Crazy Diamond," various tracks from "The Wall") burst to life
in the surrounds. DTS edges out Dolby Digital in terms of warmth
and clarity; the bulk of the film is talking head interviews but
there are few acoustic moments sprinkled throughout that are
well represented.

The Extras:

A handful of extras that don't necessarily flesh out the film but
are enjoyable nonetheless are onboard; more interview footage
(without the interviewer edited out, as in the film) with Waters
and Gilmour is available as is some acoustic performance footage
from Graham Coxon and Robyn Hitchcock, two musicians
interviewed in the doc. These four segments can be viewed
separately or all together, with an aggregate running time of 21
minutes.

Final Thoughts:

The Pink Floyd and Syd Barrett Story is a solid introduction for
the uninitiated into the early world of Floyd, pre-"Dark Side of the
Moon" and "The Wall." Heartbreaking, psychedelic and
handsomely mounted, this BBC documentary will engage fans of
the band (although only diehard Floyd fans will get much more of
anything out of this DVD upon a second pass) and perhaps create
new ones.
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Agree? Disagree? You can post your thoughts about this review on
the DVD Talk forums.

Ads by Google

Awesome Pink Floyd Tees
Hard to find t-shirts Officially licensed
www.BuyCoolShirts.com

Pink Floyd Signed
Everything to do with Pink Floyd Signed items.
shopping.yahoo.com

Visit Syd Barrett Online
Visit the The Top Source for Bands, Music and Top 100 Videos
Online
Blender.com/SydBarrett

Pink Floyd Wallets
Amazing Selection of Pink Floyd Products. $150 Minimum
Order.
NewWorldSales.com

The Pink Floyd and Syd Barrett Story

Shop at Price | Seller Rating
HotMovieSale.com @ $8.22 3 Reviews Shaop
Tower.com $10.78 20 Reviews Shop
Alibris $14.05 Shap

373 Reviews

Overstock.com | $14.47 1545 Shop
Reviews

Amazon.com $14.99 Shaop

365 Reviews

Compare Prices for All 7 Sellers ($8.22 - $16.99)

1y PriceGrabber.com

CRITIC

Copyright 2008 DVDTalk.com All Rights Reserved. Legal Info, Privacy Policy

30f3 1/25/2008 8:42 AM



