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Deep Roots Music 1: Revival /Ranking Sounds 
By Brent Hagerman

The Deep Roots documentary series is a goldmine for fans of Jamaican history
and anyone interested in African diasporic religion and culture. This DVD is
the first two segments in a series of six that looks chronologically at the
development of religious and popular music in Jamaica. Of the two, part one
is by far the most researched and is a valuable contribution to the field, as it
is an ethno musicological walk from slavery until the advent of ska, with the
aim of highlighting the role of African culture in the Jamaican context. Stops
along the way include Kumina and Pocomania rituals, revival meetings,
interviews with folklorist Miss Lou, footage of ’50s mento bands and a
16-year-old Jimmy Cliff singing “King of Kings.” The film understandably
stresses the immense role the Skatalites played in this cultural drama and
contemporary footage of Jah Jerry and Scully singing both acoustic folk and
Rasta-inspired songs is a fitting way to tie everything together. Part two,
Ranking Sounds, focuses on the development of sound systems and the 
deejay style. The majority of this segment feels like every other documentary 
produced on reggae music with two exceptions that will please hardcore 
reggae fans but will cause anyone else to wish the director was more 
aggressive with the editing. The first is a slightly hilarious, slightly 
embarrassing interview with talk-over pioneers Count Matchouki and Sir Lord 
Comic. The second is extended footage of a forgetful Saturday night with the 
legendary Jack Ruby Hi-Power sound system. (MVD)
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AC/DC - Plug Me In 
Quite possibly the most
comprehensive visual 
package of AC/DC 
material in their 30-plus 
years, the double-disc 
Plug Me In set features
both eras of the Aussie
rock’n’rollers in all of their
blues-influenced glory. Kicking off with the band’s
first period, we witness the growing pains of origi
...Read More

Foreigner - Alive & Rockin’
Bob Mould - Circle of Friends
Various Artists - Dear Mr. Fantasy: A Celebration 
for Jim Capaldi
Elvis Presley - Elvis Presley #1 Hit Performances
Marvin Gaye - Greatest Hits Live In 76
Scissor Sisters - Hurrah: A Year of Ta-Dah
Amy Winehouse - I Told You I Was Trouble
The Tea Party - Intimate and Interactive
Jens Hannemann: Complicated Drumming 
Technique
Mahavishnu Orchestra - Live at Montreaux
Eminem - Live From New York City
Genitorturers - Live In Sin
Queen - Queen Rock Montreal & Live Aid
Schmelvis - Dir. by Max Wallace

Bob Dylan - The Other Side of the Mirror: Live at 
the Newport Folk Festival 1963-1965
The Ultimate Reality DVD - Dir. by Dan Deacon 
and Jimmy Joe Roche

The All-American Rejects - Tournado
Nirvana - Unplugged in New York

Babyshambles - Up The Shambles — Live In
Manchester
Wasted Orient - Dir. by Kevin Fritz

Protest The Hero - Fortress 
Whitby’s Protest the Hero
have grown up before our
eyes. Fresh out of high
school, the band released
the punk-driven A 
Calculated Use of Sound, 
an intelligent debut wise 
beyond its years. Only a 
few years later, they released Kezia, an epic concept 
record that caught the attention of m... Full Review
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No Country For Old Men Dir. by Joel and 
Ethan Coen 
Exclaim Critics Pick - 
2008! The heart-stopping
intensity of Javier
Bardem, as principled but
unrelenting killer Anton
Chigurh, is a chillingly
memorable villain. He’s
trying to reclaim money
snatched by Josh Brolin’s steely Llewelyn Moss, but
it’s Chigurh’s twisted moral fibre — not to menti... Full 
Review

Play Lists - Merger of Music and Gaming 
XL-erates 
Games haven’t killed the
video star — y’all can
blame reality
programming for that —
but they are an
increasingly important
part of the new music
industry, wielding an
influence well beyond your guitar-shaped controller.
“The truth is that consumers... Read More
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