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The F*ck (10

. Years of Armed

' Audio Warfare)

| (WTII

Records)

Not so much a retrospective as a
rarities collection, this lengthy 14-
trackerincludes a wealth of unreleased

pieces from this veteran Chicago
industrial-metal act. Opening with the
new cut “The Wreck Of Us” (with guest
vox by 16Volt mainman Eric Powell),
Acumen Nation unleashesa torrent of
hardbeatrock gemsthatdon’texpand
the genre, but are heavyand well-
enough produced to compete with the
heavyweights. KMFDM frontwoman
Lucia guestson “Life'sLast Breath,”
and therestofthe tracks are either
remixes or unreleased demoversions
of Acumenclassicslike “Revelations
Per Minute,” “Queener,” or “Gun
Lover." All-in-all, What The F*ckisa
solidintrotoa band existing just
outside the mainstream, and who've
quietly produced some ofthe most
solid heavyelectro-metal ofthelast
gecade,

— JTodd Zachritz
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Al Di Meola — Diabolic Inventions
And Seduction For Solo Guirtar
Valume 1: Music of Astor
Piazzolla

: j "} (Inakustik via MV D Audio)

Di Meola s a serious masterofhis
craft, winning a gamutofawards from
the prestigious Guitar World magazine,
amongothers, and this interpretation
of Astor Piazzolla's brilliant and
romanticclassical-influencedtango
musicis altogether uplifting, reverential
and beautiful. Di Meola befriended the
late Plazzolla before the Argentine
legend passed awayintheearly 90’s,
and hisfriendshipwith the influential
andtrailblazing composer forever
changed Di Meola’s musical outlook.
Diabolic Inventions (a term Piazzolla
used todescribe hisown musicin the
faceoftangotraditionalists)isa
wonderful and engagingly easy-on-the-
ears experience, and a joy to listen to.
Di Meola’s sparse and intricate guitar
pluckings are both acrobatic and
harmonious, conjuringimages ofwarm
climes, cool drinks, and old-world
beauty. | digit.

— Todd Zachritz

To Kill A Petty Bourgeoisie — The
Patron

(Kranky)

Ahkkk

Thisslice of malevolent beauty comes
froma Minneapolisduowhomixangelic
female voices with harsh and often

jaggedlycrunchyambient/electronic
sounds. Jehna Wilhelm’'s fleetingand
ethereal voice reminds me of Rose
McDowell (of Strawberry Switchblade/
Current93/Coil infamy) while the sound
(courtesy of Mark McGee) is a varied
and swirly vapour oftextural dreams
and fuzzy hallucinations, sometimes
heavily rhythmic and atother times
with a decidedly sinister ambient(even
post-industrial) slant. One standout,
“You Guys Talk, We'll Spill Our Guts”
isadark nurseryrhyme, like the
transfiguration ofa soul intothe great
unknown. The nearest parallel would
havetobetheamazingand magickal
Coil “Solstice” singles, but ToKill A
Petty Bourgeoisie conjure their own
spiritson thiscompelling and
mysterious debut.

— Todd Zachritz

Dave Gahan — Howrglass
(Mute)

The second solo effort from Depeche
Mode frontman Gahanisa subtle and
cohesive collection oftunesthat move
further fromtherock-oriented
directions of his previous solowork,
and actuallyrival (or surpass)
Depeche’s own pieces of late.
“Kingdom” isthe obvious single,and is
a top-shelfelectro-rock anthem,
whereas “Use You " 1san industrial-
tinged slice of bad-vibe and
malediction. ltseemsthat Gahan's
tough-living boutinthe 90's iswell
behind him, as he's making some ofthe
most matureand intelligent music of

/5 - Evansville January 2008



