
> Housebroken (2009/Image
Blu-ray)/Ladybugs
(1992/Lionsgate
Blu-ray)/Jimmy Hollywood

(1994/Lionsgate Blu-ray)
> The Superhero Squad Show
– Volume 1 (2009/Shout!
Factory DVD)
> You Really Got Me – The
Story Of The Kinks + U2 – Let

Them Be (MVD DVDs)
> Eyeborgs (2010/Image
Blu-ray + DVD)
> Return To Lonesome Dove
(1993/Western TV

Mini-Series/RHI/Vivendi DVD
Set)
> Wheeltappers & Shunters
Social Club – Complete
Second Series (1974/Network
U.K./PAL Region 2 DVD Import

Set)
> Street Hawk – The
Complete Series
(1985/Universal/Shout!
Factory DVD Set)
> Venice Revealed + World

War I In Color (Athena/Acorn
DVD Sets)
> Life On Mars – The
Complete Collection: The
Original U.K. Series +
Touching Evil – The Complete

Collection: The Original U.K.
Series + Doc Martin – Series
Four (2009/Acorn DVDs)
> Glacier National Park
(2007/Image Blu-ray) + How
The Earth Changed The World

(2010/BBC Blu-ray) + Ride
Around The World: IMAX
(2006/Image Blu-ray)

 

> Daria – The Complete
Animated Series (1997 – 2001
+ Telefilms/MTV/Paramount
DVD Set)

> Doctor Who: The Masque
Of Mandragora (1976/BBC
DVD)
> Legacy: The Origins Of
Civilization (Athena DVD)

> Survivors: The Complete
Original Series (1975 – 1977) +
Survivors: Complete Seasons
One & Two (New Series/2008 –
2010/BBC DVD Sets)
> Red Desert (1964/Criterion

Collection Blu-ray)
> Peter Watkins’ Privilege
(1967/BFI (British Film
Institute) Flipside
Blu-ray/Region B
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Picture: C+     Sound: C+     Extras: D    

Film: C+

 

 

So called “reality TV” is so tired that

sooner or later, someone doing a show

would not hide their tabloid and quasi-

sleazy approach.  The Final 24 “final

hours” series is a cheesy new series of

wacky biographies, as long as it is the

last day anyone popular died. 

Screaming “tabloid” and wanting to be

hip (it indirectly wants to be the TV hit

24, down to the corny use of a

countdown clock), it is pretty bad and

the covers of each of the first eight titles

we cover here usually have purposely

bad photos to match.  Photoshop never

looked so bad.

 

Figures as diverse as Anna Nicole Smith

(victim), David Koresh (terrorist), Gianni Versace (genius), John Belushi (genius), Janis Joplin

(genius), Keith Moon (genius), Nicole Brown Simpson (innocent victim never avenged) and Sid

Vicious (genius) are the first batch, so there is no moral standard for who to cover.  Just as

long as there is enough to dig up and fill in empty spaces with no-name re-enactors.

 

This is not to be taken seriously, but too many will.  The shows are also a bit dumbed down, as

you can tell where the commercial breaks are from that goofy clock and how simple items are

repeated over and over again.  Yes, you get treated like an idiot, even when the shows are not

always stupid.

 

However, the best way to show the limits is in the Sid Vicious installment, which concludes

like the recent and superior Who Killed Nancy? documentary that Vicious may not have killed

Nancy Spungen after all.  This episode on it handles it in a cold, distant manner, while the

earlier documentary is invested and smart throughout, as you can see at this link:

 

http://www.fulvuedrive-in.com/review/9725/Who+Killed+Nancy+(2007/Region+Zer

 

 

Except as a time killer or if you really must watch, this is trash TV, unashamed of it and only for

the curious.

 

The anamorphically enhanced 1.78 X 1 image originates on digital video (maybe older High

Definition) with the occasional older clip or still, so it is uneven like a documentary, but worse

like reality TV with its purposely blurred images and other dumb visual clichés.  The Dolby

Digital 2.0 sound is barely stereo and often flat or compressed, then it can also be harsh, so

don’t expect much from the sound either, as all of it is done on the cheap and hacked together. 

None of these DVDs have any extras either, proving they are quitting while they are ahead.

 

 

-   Nicholas Sheffo
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Import/Science Fiction/Rock

Music)
> Lucy Calls The President
(1977/MPI DVD)
> Nip/Tuck – The Sixth and
Final Season (2009 –
2010/Warner Bros. DVD)

> Johnny Bravo – Season
One (1997/Cartoon
Network/Warner Bros. DVD)
> Loins Of Punjab Presents
(2007/IndiePix DVD Set)
> Aqua Teen Hunger Force –

Volume 7 (Warner/Adult Swim
DVD)
> Swamp Thing: The Series –
Volume 3 (Shout! Factory
DVD)
> The Great Mouse Detective

– Mystery In The Midst Edition
(1986/Disney DVD)
> Simon & Simon: Season
Four (1984 – 1985/Shout!
Factory DVD)

> Spaghetti Western
Collectione (Any Gun Can
Play/A Bullet For
Sandoval/The Strangers
Gundown/Today We Kill,
Tomorrow We Die/VCI DVD

Set)
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