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Blade Runner:
Five-Disc

(Iltimate
Collector’s Edition
DVD (Warner Bros,)

It's finally here! The film geek's holy
grail of DVD releases has arrived at
last, and il should keep most fans con-
tented with the inclusion of hours of
special features as well as Blade
Runner: The Final Cut, which director
Ridley Scotl assures us will be the last
version of the [ilm ever. The Final Cut
is actually the [ifth Blade Runner cul
that is featured in this luxurious briel-
case sel, and while 1t 1s amazing, it
might not compare to DVD producer
Charles de Lauzirika's jaw-dropping
3-hour Dangerous Days documentary
on the complete history of the 25-year-
old film. The doc [eatures new inter-
views with almost every living person
involved with the making of the film
{including the notoriously reluctant
Harrison Ford).

In addition to the documentary, the
get's other four discs are filled with
deleted and alternate seenes (49 min-
utes waorth), featureties on the poster
art, special effects and cinematography,
various commentaries, and a frank dis-
cussion on whether lead character
Deckard is a replicant or not. That fea-
tures such noteworthy talking heads as
directors Gruillermo del Tore and Mark
Romanck. many of the [ilm's stars, and
perhaps best of ail, Ridlev Scott and
Harrison Ford. Whether Deckard is or
isn't a replicant doesn't matter—the
film endures as a masterpiece. If five
dises-aren’'t enough for you, Vangelis is
releasing a 3-dhse set of his Bilade
Runner music to coinclde wilh this
release. Eight dises of Blade Runner
will do [or now. Is it too early Lo plan
for the S0-year anniversary?

(v bladerunnerthomosie warnerbros.com)
sgssssesse 10)/10 By Nick Hyman

PDan Deacon and Jimmy
Joe Roche: itimate
Jeality DVD (Carpark)
Jingle All the Wauy.
Family Fun Edition
DVD (Fox)

If vou're like me, vou may
have an uthealthy obsession
wiith cultural icon Arnold
Schwarzenegger I vou neod a fix; the
bodvbuilder-turned-actor-tinmaed-
{*alifornia governor 15 featured on two
very different recent DVD releascs.
Wacky musician Dun Deacon made a
bit of a splash last vear with his full-
length Spiderman of the Rings. Now
he's teamed with avant-garde visual
mastermind Jimmy Joe Roche foran
all-out AN Arnold nerdlest Yes, it's
true; {Htimate Reality consists of kaloi-
doscopic images from classic [ilms
stch as Coman the Barbarian, Junior,
Terminator 2: fudgement Doy, Tola
Recanll, and Kindergarien Cop set to
some very abrasive musteal ramblings.
It's like two dudes got wasted while
watching Twirg and thought it would
be fun to fuck with imuages of Arnold
over throwaway tracks.

I'll admit it’s kmnda fun, bul sois
the holiday comedy Jingle All the Way
Family Fun Edition if vou'ré messed
up and want to see hijinks ensure
when an overworked family man tres
to buy his kid & popular toy. Jingle All
the Way, though commercially suecess-
fial. marked the end times for Arnold 1n
films I saw the movie in theaters, bul
couldr’l recognize what was new 1n
the extended director’s cut. I really
don’t know who was asking fora
longer version of this film, but here 1t
iz for vour viewing enjoyment. I'erhaps
Deacon and Jue Roche can feature
Jingle co-star Sinbad in their next

Beat DR Lrs ol 1k

performance art piece. You never know.
(www.carparkrecords.com,
www loxhome.com)

Ultimate Reality: EsEFdessey /1)

Jingle All the Way: Family Fun Edition:
sadaseswsw |/ By Nick Hyman

The Donovan Concert:
Live in LA DVD (MVD)

Dionovan and director David
Lynch have been practicing
transcendental meditation
(T for most of their crealive
lives, This DVD documents a
live show benefliting the DDavid Lynch
Foundation for Consciousness-Based
Education and World Peace, a group whose
anal is to introduce TM into schools to
reduce stress in students and ultimately pre-
vent vinlence. The concert, which took place
at the packed Kodak Theater, home of the
Academy Awards, is a personable and warm
journey through Donovan’s songwriting
past, “Season of the Witeh" and “Hurdy
Gurdy Man” are among the songs performed,
and appearances from Lymch and Mike Love
ol The Beach Bovs make the night one to
remember, (www.davidlynchfoundation.org)
sEwER e 7/10) By Nick Hyman

Tearts of Darikness: A
Filmmaker's Apocalypse
DVD (Paramount)

Cinephiles will remember
2007 4s @ great vear for
movies on the hig sereen (No
Country for Old Men, Into the
Wild, Michael Clayton) and as & watershed
vear [or long-overdue releases to finally
come out on W1 The latter list includes
Twin Peaks. a special edition of Blade
Runner, Kenneth Branagh's Hamler, Gus Van
Sant’s Mala Noche, and last butl not least.
the incredible Apacalypse Now documontary
Heurts of Darkness. After languishing forev-
er on dusly laserdises, the film is now avail-
able on DVD and features only a [ew extras:
You now have the option of watching the
film while listening to comments from
Apocalypse Now direetor Francis Ford
Coppola (who's quite embarrassed aboul
how he comes off) and his wife Eleanor
Coppola, who shot most of the footage thai
appears in the movie, It's not quile as good
as it sounds, but it's better than nothing. The
other extia is called Coda: Tharty Years
Later, and i1 has nothing to dé with
Apocalypse Now but is rather u new docu-
mentary aboul Coppola’s return Lo cinema,
making his latest [ilm Youth Without Youth
These aren’l bad, but where's the footage of
Apocalypse's original lead, Harvey Keitel?
That would have been the bee'’s knees.
Mavhe next time. [www. paramount.com|

By Nick Hyman
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Hot Fuzz: 3-Disc
Collector's Edition DVD
(Universal)
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One of 20007 's-besl has 10 be
Shaun of the Dead director
Fegar Wright's second full-
length feature, the tongue-in-
cheek British action buddy cop {lick Ho!
Fuzz. Universal already dropped a single
dise version ol [fof Fuzz and have now
double-dipped with this supremely awesome
3-dise edition. The extras are amazing: four
eommentaries from cast and crew. the
teenage Wright's sell-made Hot Fuzz prede-
cessor Dead Right, and perhaps best of all,
The Extended Fuzzball Rally, a hilarious doc
that shows Wnight and stars Simon Pegg and
Nick Frost touring the 115, while doing
press for the films domestic release. Most of
these oxtras are almost as funny as the
movie, If you haven'{ already seen Hot Fuzz,
wateh Point Break and Bad Boys {1 before-
hand to cnsure supreme enjoyment.

(www hotfiuzz.com)
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By Nick Hyman

The Namesake DVD
(Fox)

Mira Nair turned down direct-
ing the fifth Harry Potter film
for the chance to direct this
lush version of Jhumpa
Lahiri's acelaimed novel The
Namesake for the hig screen. Kal Penn
(Kumar from Harold & Kumar Go to White
Castie) rises to the acting occasion as second
generation Indian-American Gogol Ganguli,
who struggles to integrate his American and
Bengali cultures into his identity, Through
finding out about his father’s past, he even-
tually comes to appreciate his herilage. The
heautiful filin oceasionally falls prey to the
novel’s snapy elements but is still a rich
entertaining drama unlike any seen in 2007.
The DVD is loaded with extras, including a
commentary [rom Nair and deleted scencs.
and best of all is footage from a Columbia
University talk showing Nair and cinematog-
rapher Frederick Elmes (Blue Velvet) dis-
cussing the ereative choices they made dur-
ing filming. (www.foxhome.com)

e 5010 By Nick Hyman

Nirvana: Unplugged in
New York DVD
(Geffen/Universal)
Kurt Cobain:

About a Son DVD
(Shout! Factory)

VIRVAVA

Nirvana hasn't been aroutidl
sinee 19494, bul thev've never really gune
away. Evidence ol this fact is exemplified by
these two outstanding DVDs. Nirvana's
appearance on MTV's Unplugged was Lhe
high point for the series at the time. The
band was at a creative and popular peak.
and the last place anybody thought to see
Nirvana was on an scoustic rock show, The
performanee has sinve become legendary, and
this DVD has wisely included the origins!
show and even better, 4 complete version
without the Unplugged titles and with addi-
{ional songs that were never aired. A new 2 1
mix of the show practivally puts you in the
audience, and some candid behind-the-
scenes soundcheck foolage shows a prima
donna-like Cobain bossing the crew around

Cobain’s unguarded side ig also featured
throughoul the remarkable Kurt Cobain:
About g Son. AJ Behnack’s documentary
{nlees journalist Michael Azerrad's audio
mterviews with Cobain and transposes them
against moving images [rom three

in his life; Aberdeen, Olvmpia, and Scattle
The film has a waking dresm yuality and 15
ultimately devastating when you consider
that this complicated father. husband. aned
musician who had so much to grve togk nim-
self away from everyone: (www, hereisnir-
vana.com, www.shoutfactory.com)

Both: ssesssssss g/ By Nick llyman

COnee DVD (Fox)

Fow Searchlight’s 2007 indiwe
(iim darhing would have 1o he
Once. ' he small [ilm [ollows
the story of two Dublin-bascd
lost souls whoe [ind each nther
on the street, w guilar-plazving
ginger guy {Glen 1ansard, The
Frames vovalisis and one of The Commir-
ments) and a Hower-selling gal wilh & lovely
vrice and a talent for piano (musicign
Marketa Irglova), Much of this fiim s hype
has heen about 1t reinventing the musical
which is totally bogus, Sure, the film hay the
chargcters plaving music and singing togeth-
er, bt 1t isn't really doing something thal

hasn't been done belore That being said. 1t
doed have some remackable moments of

musical bliss during a [ew of the songs thal
are performed. The DVD release has some
behind-the-scenes fogtage of the small pro-
duction as well as separate film ond music
commentary. [f yvou keep vour expectations
realistic, vou might be charmed by this hitle
film that eonid. (www loxhome.coni)
seesesssed /1) By Nick Hyman

Sigur Ros: Heima: A Film by
Sigur Ros DVD (XL)

After [inishing a worldwide tour in
2006, Sigur Ros decided 1o stage a
series of unannounced free concerts in
their native leeland. Heima (Icelandic
for home) is a charming and beautiful [ilm show-
ing some of the breathtaking sights Iceland pro-
vides as well as the typically sublime music from
the band itself. Oddly enough, the film was direct-
ed by Lilo & Stitch director Dean Deblois using an
all-Teetandic crew, and as with all of the bands
visual output, Heima is stylish and warm
(wwwsigur-ros.co.uk)
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By Nick Hyman

Sunshine DVD (Fox)

SUNSHINE

Danny Bovle's Sunshine, a sci-fi tale
about a diverse group of scientists
on a trip to save our dving sun, was
one of the most anticipated flicks for
cinephiles in 2007, Sunshine delivers
for about twao-thirds of its running
time, but unfortunately, as 1s the case with many of
Boyle's movies, the ending is hampered by a shift
in narrative {a Freddy Krueger-like device) that
does a complete disservice to every poignant event
that comes hefore. Many of the crewmembers of
the Icarus 11 are cool to look at but are largely
undeveloped as characters; much of the film'’s feel
appears to have been taken from Ridley Scott's
Alien wholesale. Visually, however, the film is
absolutely spectacular, and the soundtrack by
Underworld and John Murphy (still not released on
CD) s the perfect aural seeompaniment to Lhe
futuriztic setting. The DVI) has a eoupie-of com-
mientaries and deloted scenes, but sadly doesn™
inchude a new third ael that would have grade this
cool movie into o great ome. (wwiwiox.com)

By Nick Hyman
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Ertended Edition DVD

(Sony)

Thankfully, this 1se't called The
MeéLovin feition. The 2-dis¢ version
of Superhad follows in the same
fnotsteps as the ather 2007 Judd
Apulow-associated DVD Knocked Up by [eaturing
deleter] sconcs, behind-the-seenes footage, and
much. much more; Dise one inchides a funny com-

mentary with many of the films' principal playvers

but the best stuff 15 on the seeond dise: Snakes on
Jonah leatures a pest-tonsiitectomy Jonah Hill
eonlending with animal wranglers putting frogs
hit while he

i is unabie
Michael Cgrn 18

seorpaons, and pyrthons on
iy even sercam. Eoergone Tlates
another kighlight, showing the film's supposediy
insulieralile other co-star glomming on to every-
bodyv on the set and getling dissea at every lurm
On most “special editions.” the extras are largely
filler. but if you liked the comedy of Superbad,
then consider thisrew sel worth vonar time
(W gonypiclures.com)
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By Nick Hyman

Wiitress DIVD (Fox)

Wtjtréss

[t hard Lo wateh Wareress without
constantiy thimking of the teagic

loss ot the

and eossidn Malrienne Z'EII.'_F'_"___'-. A
matmsisy i many Hal Hartley
movies gl ot
el wiis u shiniig light of the eqrlv 901
inclie fitm movement and became o filmmaker in
her own vight. Waitrese stars Ker Russell as denna
an unhappily marred waiiress and pemaxer who
15 pregoant by her abusive husband (loremy Sislo
Though -olhers are exetted aboul her pregnuney
Jenna is mol, While trvime i ot how
chanpe her lile, she falls 1 love with her new, mMar-
riedd ohi-gvn (Nathan Fillion), all the while makimny
debicious-looking pics with fantastic names
(Pregnant Seli-Pitving Loser Ple, anvone?}, The
amallztown [able has great supporting work Irom
Chery] Hines and—believe 1l oz nol—Andy
Ciriffith: The lilm s accompanied by & commoentan
and several featvretics, includingd g lovely memor-
4] for Shelly: A foundation has Been $61 11010
Shelly’s faime ither young women film

makors. (warwe loxsearchlight comiwailress:
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wwwadrienneshellvioindation. org)
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