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Documentary by Martin Atkins

Review

by Kevin Wierzbicki

.
The name Martin Atkins may not immediately ring a bell but he is
in fact a long-tenured stalwart of the punk/post-punk

underground scene. The drummer first came to notoriety as a
member of Public Image Ltd. but he's also been behind the kit
with Killing Joke, Nine Inch Nails, Ministry and with his own band,
Pigface.

This documentary follows Atkins around Beijing for sixteen days
as he attempts to reach two goals; sign Chinese bands to his

Invisible Records label and to record material for his China Dub

Soundsystem project.

The film does an excellent job at showing what Atkins was up
against as he deals with the language barrier and various
predicaments like studios with inadequate equipment and taxi

drivers taking him to the wrong address. Atkins is especially
frustrated because he foresaw these difficulties and sent an
advance woman over to smooth the way, only to find out upon his

arrival that she had done very little in the way of preparation.

A dozen or so bands showcase for Atkins and just about all of
them are very good and this puts everyone in a better mood until
it comes out that none of them want to sign recording contracts.

In the end Atkins leaves the country having signed three bands
and having recorded music with Chinese master drummers (three

young women) and Tibetan singers for his China Dub

Soundsystem album.

The underground scene in Beijing is surprisingly extensive and
the film shows performances from acts like Hang on the Box,
Snapline, Joyside and PK-14 among many others. Atkins has a

dry and sometimes acidic sense of humor but it's always
tempered by his experience and wisdom; that personality trait ties
a neat little bow onto this very enjoyable film.

CD Info and Links

Sixteen Days in China: A Documentary by Martin Atkins

Rating:

SEARcH

SPONSoR

.

ON tHE RoAD

• Ludo Warped Tour Diary (updated 8/15)

• Mayhem Fest - Five Finger Death Punch: Week

1 | 8/5 | 8/13

DaY IN RoCK REPORtS

• 08/15: Another Guns N' Roses Leak- Zeppelin

Olympic Closing Rumor- Tracii Guns Sends

Bandmate To the Hospital- AC/DC HiDef, System

Of A Down Over?- more

• 08/14: Kanye West Fast Food Chain- My

Chemical Romance On Hold- Kid Rock on the

Fence About Britney Collaboration- Golf N'

Roses, Coldplay Add Dates, US Beatles

Museum- more

• 08/13: Velvet Kravitz Revolver Shot Down-

Isaac Hayes Likely Died of a Stroke- John

Lennon's Killer Denied Parole- Miley Cyrus

Trapped in the Closet?, Radiohead- more

• 08/12: McFraud for Blink Star- Another Bon Jovi

Song Theft Accusation- Springsteen Half Time,

Urban to Usher in Season, Allman Bros Vs UMG,

Cannibal Corpse - more

Subscribe

VIeWS & SERiES

• Artists of the Month Darker My Love |

Nachtmystium (ThrashPit)

• antiTainment: The X-Files: I Want To Believe -

The Dark Knight

antiMusic.com: Sixteen Days in China: A Documentary by Martin Atkins ... http://antimusic.com/reviews/08/SixteenDaysinChina.shtml

1 of 3 8/15/2008 10:58 AM



• October File

• Three Doors Down,

Staind, Hinder and Jet

Black Stare Live

• Marduk

• John Mellencamp: No

American Fool

• Road Trip: The Bonaire

Heineken Jazz Festival

• Erasure

• Overkill

• Jakob Dylan

• Circus Maximus

• Moneen

• Ihsahn

• Scotland Barr and the

Slow Drags

• Dantesco

• Darker My Love (artist of

the month)

• The X-Files: I Want To

Believe

• From Autumn to Ashes

• Jay Nash

• Hot in the City: Opiate

For The Masses, Greeley

Estates, Vayden, The

Maine and more

More Reviews

CLIcK THiS

• The Screen Door

• Lloyd Zeffler blog

• Gary Gonzo

• Lonn Friend

• Talking Metal

• Who's Been Caught

Stealin? Find out at

thecopycat.biz

• 94WYSP Philly

• 107thebone.fm

• X92.5 FM Maui

• Rock 106.3

• AceShowBiz.com

• Live From Sun Studios

• antiMusic Myspace

ROcK N' TICKeTS

Preview and Purchase This CD Online

Visit the official homepage

More articles for this artist

tell a friend about this review

.

...end

• Backtrack: Bon Jovi - Whole Lot of Leavin' -

R.E.M.

• HHH: Mountain Mirrors

• Let's Get Dolly!: Scarlett Johansson - Rick

Springfield

• Lonn Friend: Phantom Takes Flight

• MorleyViews: Karen Lawrence - Killsmith - Jorn

• Live: Three Doors Down, Staind, Hinder and Jet

Black Stare Live - George Michael - Dropkick

Murphys - Keith Urban - Tom Petty

• The Biz: Kid Rock: More Bang For Fewer Bucks

- Madonna Like A Scalper - Aerosmith

• Road Trip: Bonaire Jazz Festival - Birmingham

City Stages Festival

• Rob's Photo Blog: Maroon 5 - The Cure - Ace

Frehley

• The Screen Door: John Mellencamp - Will Hoge

& Jason Isbell - Beatles 'Love'

• Interviews: Opeth - The Dillinger Escape Plan -

Black Dahlia Murder

• Joe Strummer, The Clash, Attitude For

Destruction, The Deadboys - Solomon Burke,

Steel Pulse, Motown Legends and more - Quick

Flicks: Metal

•Killer CDs: 4th25 - Aimee Mann - Emmanuel Jal

- Dropkick Murphys

• Five Star: Portishead - My Ruin - Duffy - Story

of the Year

• Hot in the City: Opiate For The Masses,

Greeley Estates, Vayden, The Maine and more

• Photos: Testament - Velvet Revolver - Van

Halen - Billy Joel - Fall Out Boy

• Root 66: Scotland Barr and the Slow Drags -

Mike Zito

• Pithy Reviews: Cherry Poppin' Daddies and

more

See the left hand menu for more reviews

TODaY'S NEwS

Another Guns N' Roses Leak

Zeppelin Olympic Closing Rumor

Tracii Guns Sends Bandmate To the Hospital

AC/DC HiDef, System Of A Down Over?, UK

Justice for Batman, Korn off the Kobb,

Radiohead, David Gilmour, 38 Special & Trace

Adkins and more

Lamb of God Begin Work on New CD, Touring

With Metallica

Ozzy, AC/DC, Deep Purple, Rainbow and Quiet

Riot Stars Plan Big Noize for 9/11

Kid Rock, Lil Wayne and Jonas Brothers

Confirmed for VMAs

antiMusic.com: Sixteen Days in China: A Documentary by Martin Atkins ... http://antimusic.com/reviews/08/SixteenDaysinChina.shtml

2 of 3 8/15/2008 10:58 AM



Search for Tickets

Or Browse

GoT MERcH?

Click Here to Buy T-Shirts!

Search For Posters &
T-shirts!

Ben Folds Fake Leak

Hot Chip Add Drummer for Upcoming Tour

Misheard Lyrics of the Day: Bob Dylan

Tommy Lee Taking Poison's Sloppy Seconds?

The Song Remains The Same for Vh1

Soundtrack to Fight Clubber's New Film

Ludo Warped Tour Diary: 8/6/08 Race City

Speedway (Calgary, AB)

Joan Osborne Feeling Poetic on New Album

Living Colour Announce Live CBGB Album

Indigo Girl Amy Ray Releases Electric Solo CD

Blueprints of Jazz

Laibach DVD and Tour

Do You Know Waz's Secret?

Bonded By Blood, M.O.D., Fueled By Fire and

Nihilist Dates Scrapped

The Little Ones Join Walkmen Tour

Sound & Fury Get Airborne in Canada

ism Week: Day 5

Golf N' Roses, Coldplay Add Dates, US Beatles

Museum, Madonna Not Adopting, Elvis Dolls,

Schenker To Tour with Scorps, The Cult Leave

The Mall and more [most read on Thur]

More News

Subscribe to Day in Rock Report by Email

Free Online Concerts

Watch the Now What Maroon 5 &
Counting Crows Concert Online

Now!
www.NowWhat.com

Summer Tour Lineups

Ticket info, concert lineups, video
highlights and more. Check it out!

fuse.tv/tours

Emo Music Radio - Free

Emo Music You'll Love - Free
Unlimited Listening!

www.Pandora.com

Become Documentary Maker

Write, Shoot, Direct, Edit Your Own
Documentary Films in NY, LA,

London
www.NYFA.com

Tell a Friend about this page - Contact Us - Privacy - antiMusic Email - Job Postings - Advertising

Copyright© 1998 - 2008 Iconoclast Entertainment Group All rights reserved.
antiMusic works on a free link policy for reprinting of our original articles, click here for details. Please click here for legal restrictions and terms of use

applicable to this site.  Use of this site signifies your agreement to the terms of use.

antiMusic.com: Sixteen Days in China: A Documentary by Martin Atkins ... http://antimusic.com/reviews/08/SixteenDaysinChina.shtml

3 of 3 8/15/2008 10:58 AM


