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In just over the hour it takes to watch "16 Days In China,"
you get unprecedented footage of British musician and
producer Martin Atkins playing drums, eyeing Chinese
bands and blowing his top. In fact, there should probably
be an accompanying drinking game: take a shot every time
Atkins loses his cool. Or just hook an IV up, it will be
kinder on your wrists. But experience with Public Image
Ltd., Pigface, Nine Inch Nails and others under his belt,
Atkins obviously could care less.

SIXTEEN DAYS IN CHINA
A DOCUNENTARY BY ARTIN ATXINS

oy

Rapid fire, cartoony and loosely woven together, "16 Days
In China" can be hard to follow. The documentary leaves out key detalls such as
a clear definition of the plot. Long story short- Atkins and an assistant he hired
off MySpace take to Beijing in late 2006 with two tasks: sign bands to his record
label and record Atkins' dub experiment album. The latter gets less screen time
but a scene of a Chinese DJ mashing Atkins' drumming with traditional Chinese
and Tibetan sounds and instruments is fascinating.

The main focus is, in fact, on the bands that make up the Beijing underground,
specifically playing at a club called D-22. Embodying the spirit of the now gone
CBGB's, as Atkins states, D-22 plays home to creative and unique Chinese bands.
Performances with bands like Subs, Tookoo, Carsick Cars, PK-14 and others show
that this scene isn't just punk, indie or artsy; there seems to be a band for every
musical taste.

Here and there between segments, Atkins makes some heavy-handed references
to politics, such as the Chinese government preempting a CNN report on a
shooting in Tibet. Other times he insults the audience's intelligence for not
realizing a quick clip they set up as the border crossing is actually a tollbooth
(why we'd assume it's a border crossing when he's flying directly to Beijing is
unclear). Not to mention with the Cultural Revolution artwork displayed so
prominently as the cover art and discussed during the film, it was disappointing
the film didn't include the opinions of the bands on how they're affected by their
country's politics and culture.

"16 Days In China" is the perfect foot in the door giving you glimpses at a
talented music scene you otherwise might be unaware of. Luckily the film drops
enough names to provide a nice jumping off point.

<7 buy it!

-Corinne
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e Over The Rhine Celebrates 20th Anniversary
* Enforcer Preview Upcoming Album
* Hollywood Undead Rule The Road
* SafetySuit Hits The Road
* Quick Hits & Clips: Eagles Of Death Metal,
Pendulum, Ting Tings, Total Fucking Destruction,
Jody Raffoul
* New Releases This Week
e The Raveonettes Stream Third EP On AOL,
Announce January Tour Dates
e Absu Announces New Member, Completes New
Album
* Iranian Rockers Hypernova Secure Opening Slot
On Sisters Of Mercy US Tour
¢ "Masters Of War" Download To Benefit Voter
Registration Non-Profit Headcount

more >

FEATURES

o Interview: Tom Morello: The Nightwatchman

e War Stories Discuss "Hangin' On" Video

e Label Spotlight: Eat Your Heart Out

e The A.K.A.s' Mike Ski Makes Some Noise

¢ Beat Union Take To The States

* Label Spotlight: Bloodshot Records

o Sleep It Off Not Just A Record Label For Less Than

Jake

* Label Spotlight: Equal Vision

e Earth Talk Telecasters, Cars & Sleep Aids

* Boys Like Girls Reach Out To A Larger Audience
more >

MOST POPULAR REVIEWS
e Girl In A Coma - October 4, 2008
* Brian Donahue - "Strangest Love"
* Nick Cave and the Bad Seeds - October 7, 2008
¢ Carnifex - "The Diseased and the Poisoned"
* Bigelf - "Cheat The Gallows"
e Stove Bredsky - "The Black Ribbon Award"
e 16 Days In China - ""
* Cancer Bats - "Hail Destroyer"
* Bigbang - "From Acid to Zen"
e Darker My Love - "2"

CONTESTS

¢ Dears: Contest ends November 24!

e Submarines: Contest ends November 21!

¢ Smiths: Contest ends November 18!

¢ Hadouken: Contest ends November 11!

* Gossip Girl: Contest ends October 31!

e Down: Contest ends October 31!

* Bob Dylan: Contest ends October 28!

* Projekt Revolution: Contest ends October 27!

® 12 Summers Old: Contest ends October 27!
more >
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