RAW SPICE:
THE UNOFFICIAL STORY
OF THE MAKING OF THE
| SPICE GIRLS

THE URDFFICIAL TORY OF THE MARIAG OF TRE IPICE GIAL)

[Shout! Factory)
Release date: July 1

Son-and-father team Chris and
i Bob Herbert decide to create an
| all-girl group. Their final line-
up consists of Melanie Brown,
Geri Halliwell, Victoria Adams,
| Melanie Chisholm and Emma
' Bunton. Stashed in a house in the
London suburb of Maidenhead,
the girls, then called Touch, com-
i, mitted to an exhaustive regime of
| vocal lessons and choreography...
 but are never offered contracts.
The cat is out of the bag when they
perform for the music industry, and Halliwell, sneaky sod that she is, tells
producer Elliot Kennedy about their free agent status. Next thing: goodbye,
Herberts; hello, Simon Fuller.
Lesson learned: Contracts first.
Verdict: This is Herbert's record of those early days, the auditions, the girls
living and practicing in the house, and that ill-fated studio showcase. The
footage 1s raw and repetitive but fascinating in documenting how the Spice
Girls were launched.
Bonus Features: A home movie shot by the girls, extra rehearsal footage.

ABSOLUTELY FABULQUS:

ABSOLUTELY EVERYTHING:
(BBC Worldwide]

Genre: Comedy

Plot: Forget The Devil Wears Prads
and Ugly Betty. The ultimate fashion
camedy Ab Fab las it is affectionately §
known| stars Jennifer Saunders and ,‘?E
Joanna Lumley as, respectively, PR |8l
firm head Edina Monsoon and former 8
model Patsy Stone whose femme fatale attitudes 15 caught
in theiwr boozy, extravagant behaviour, Thisimpressive ?-disc

set covers all hive seasons of one the best British exports since Fawlty Towers,

comes ina quilted cover, and i1s packaged in a photo journai-style case.

Key extras: The pilot ['Mirror Ball'], the French & Saunders sketch which sparked

the series, plus a number of featurettes, outtakes and documentaries.
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ALL YOU NEED IS LOVE
L { (Isolde Films/Conveyor Canadal
SRR R r Number of episodes: 17
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. This critically acclaimed and ambitious British
TV series attempts to monitor the evolution of
music from its ragtime, jazz and blues roots
through to the Beatles invasion, glitter rock
* r 4 and techno rock. Sadly, the series ended before
il ’ the advent of punk and everything beyond 1980.
L.VE ’ Mot surprisingly, Palmer, who made a career
s at the BBC by giving social context to current
musical trends, gets a little toe ambitious with historical icons like Elvis,
The Beatles, The Doors, Hendrix and Marley, with whole genres like R&B
and the blues reduced to virtual soundbites. Still, there s some clas-
sic historical footage, plus an interesting British perspective on how UK
music was influenced by America.

KORN: LIVE AT MONTREUX 2004

(Eagle Vision)

Switzerland's Montreux Jazz Festival hadn't seen
anything quite like Korn when they took the stage
in 2004. The Bakersfield, CA-quintet, pretty much
at the peak of their live powers here, pummels the
receptive crowd with their particular brand of bone-
rattling rap-rock. [This is before drummer Dawvid
Silveria and guitarist Brian "Head” Welch left.]
Singer Jonathan Davis is in fine voice consider-
ing the amount of vocal shredding he does, and the
whole band is on point:

Highlights: Right Now’, 'Here To Stay’, 'Freak On
A Leash
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